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NEWS & VIEWS 1800 236 4888

|
email: news@newstoday.com.sg fax: 65344217 (BELOW) HER BODY FOR BOOKS: BRIDGET, 16, ZAMBIA.
MEDIACORP HOTLINE 68 2222 68 “Bridget was desperate to remain in school, but her mother was ill and she had to support
ADVERTISING 1800 236 4889 her family — she had two younger brothers — so she sold herself once, for the money to
e buy her exercise books. Realising this could put food on the table, she stopped going to

CLASSIFIEDS 1800 CLASSAD (2527723 school and did sex work 3 to 4 nights a week, earning US$1 a session. When she has no
money, she gets food on credit, and when she can't pay it back, she sleeps with the man.
BB Tl 1800 myTODAY (6986329) The men she sleeps with refuse to use any protection.
Once when | was taken to the police station, Bridget came to find out if “the foreigner”

L ) was okay. She could have gotten into trouble. | was totally humbled. It just shows how peo-
Editor-in-chief & CEO Mano Sabnani ple living in the most abject poverty, the most difficult circumstances, are the heroes.”
Executive director Philip Koh ,
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Day/news editor S Murali
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Editor-at-large Clement Mesenas
Chief sub-editor Richard J Valladares
Section editors CHEOWXIN YI
Local Teo Hwee Nak xinyic@newstoday.com.sg
Foreign Sharon Vasoo
Voices & commentary Yvonne Lim
Business Francis Kan HIS assignment was to travel to eight of the world’s poorest coun-
ELUOS“S E:::xﬂ:g;as tries to document the progress towards improving their people’s
Art & photo Cheng Puay Koon lives by 2015 - a goal set by world leaders at the UN Millennium
Special projects Lim Kwee Lan Summit in 2000.
MARKETING AND PROMOTIONS The collection of photographs that Britain-born photojournal-
Director, sales & marketing Patrick Yong ist Nick Danziger turned in after 10 weeks on the road, however,
fﬂagflfeﬂng $g:lew:: o showed just how slow progress has been.
Customer service Angela Chia (TOP) GOING DOWN THE HOLE: ABBAS, 15, NIGER. The award-ngmng documenta.ry producer, Whose tr"f“"
Creative services JC Lim “He has worked in the 22-metre deep goldmine for els were commissioned by World Vision International, said:
three years, 6am to 7pm, seven days a week, 363 « P : ; : 3
we set you thinking * todayonline.com days a year. What he earns is not anough to get him What is impressive about this project is that normally, when

you are commissioned by a humanitarian organisation, they
want you to showcase the good work they are doing. World
Vision wanted to show the needs that are not being ad-

out of the poverty trap.
. Although his village is 12 kilometres away, he has-
Oplmons' Thothts' n't been home since he arrived and has only once

Concerns. What moves you? seen his father, who came to get money from him.
In the pitch black, his only light is a lamp tied to his

(ABOVE) THEIR SECRET SHAME: AYAZ, 10, INDIA.

Wh at irks_ you? Tell us. head with a rubber band. He uses no safety devices. dressed, The vast majquty of pictures that yo”u see here are “Ayaz's mother is HIV positive, infected by her
Write, email or fax us a letter His boss died falling down the mine, after losing his people who are not being helped by anyone. E'uslbalnd who died |33t year fmg‘ A'hd_s- Ayaz and d
i footing climbing down just like this. o i hi _ is little sister tested negative, but his six-year-o
wi RO Someone $0 young — and that's his life.” . Debuting in London, the exhibit of 40 photographs co brother is positive. Ayaz has stopped school and is (RIGHT) A KILLING COLD: AIDA, 13, AND TATEVIK, 2-1/2, ARMENIA.
b incides with the 2005 United Nations World Summit in New Lhe gnl}( Ol?e sfup;?]qrtmg 'I[h’e Lam_lly, sorting sechond— “They live in a house condemned as too dangerous to live in, with no
York in September. Singapore is the first stop of the exhi- and clothes for his uncle’s business — a 10-hour electricity or running water. While their mother and 14-year-old brother seek
. t shift pays 10 rupees (36 cents) a day. work in the countryside, Aida looks after Tatevik. Their meal is the cheapest
bition’s Asian tour. If people found out that mother and son are HIV bread, a bow! of soup and tea.
: : positive, they would be chased from their home But Aida’s bigger worry is Tatevik’s health — she coughs constantly and
" TODAY asked Nick to .pICk th.e photos that meant most and all the children would be removed from school. has bronchitis. Two other sisters have already died of pneumonia. The doc-
NICK DKNZIGER a7 to him and share the stories behind them. Catch the rest of ;I'hat's \llvhly inhth(ijs pictll(Jre, the mothfet: is out %fb tor has told her unless Tatevik gets proper treatment and food, she too
y : : : : : ocus. | also had to take pictures of her neighbour, would die.
hls colle'ctlon fr.om April 7 FO 30 at The Photogra.phl.c Soci so no one would guess why | was taking pictures Itis absurd — this is Armenia, two hours by plane from Paris. Don't just
ety of Singapore's premises at Selegie Arts Center. Admission is free. there.” look elsewhere for people living in difficulties; they are in your backyard.”
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PinocchiosLitle Match Gl Ugly Ducklngs | - {3B0VE & RIGHT) BROKEN SCALES OF LIFE: CHAN.-

Pfese"{/eg/gzégs”; 'g%""’r: ngSigg"Pwe “With US$20 donated by a passerby, Channa
2/4/06(Sun)3:30pm @pVictorig Theatre bought a weighing scale — charging people 4 cents

$17, $19, $21 @ SISTIC Outlets a weighing — and her brother bought shoe-shining
Hoftlines: 63485555/62215684 equipment. Together they supported their sick mother.
Website: www.sistic.com.sg But the day before the picture was taken, police- .
Spe\zmi?smr?ﬂ;?ﬁm??ink, men chased them. They beat up her brother, took his
School group Booking equipment and offered to sell it back to him. He
couldn't afford it. Now she is the only one supporting
for your CPF mone
. People talk about the poverty trap. It is like a boat
- which leaks: You go to stop one leak, and the other
lar one opens up, and you only have one Elastoplast.

v That's what these people are facing.” Simply place a minimum of S$50,000 from your CPF Ordinary Account*
with UOB to enjoy special interest rates* for your CPF Fixed Deposit

—
Sri Lanka nelizl Maldives - 2.88%p.a. for a 6-month CPF Fixed Deposit or
irom $399 frorm $903 y'n $989 - 38.08%p.a. for a 12-month CPF Fixed Deposit
d This offer is for a limited period only.
- Book your SriLankan Holidays packages at
NATAS Fair booth K27 or contact New Shan Travel To start earning higher interest, visit any UOB Group branch or
(TA106) on Tel: 62204924 or Muhibbah Travel (TA518) on call 1800 22 22 121 today!

Tel: 62942011 for details.
www.srilankan.aero

+The CPF Board is currently paying interest to its members at the rate of 2.5%p.a. for
CPF savings in their Ordinary Account.

Terms and conditions apply.
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