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Billions must be spent to protect Asia Pacific’s coastal poor

e Planet Prepare climate change report warns time is running out to act

e Massive investment needed to make coastal communities more resilient

Bangkok, Thailand: Tens of billions of dollars must be spent on protecting millions of people living on
the coasts of Asia Pacific if climate change-induced disasters are not to wreak havoc and eradicate

decades of development, warns World Vision.

The warning follows today’s (September 18 2008) release in Bangkok of ‘Planet Prepare: Preparing
Coastal Communities in Asia for Future Catastrophes’. The World Vision report not only looks at the
latest research around climate change but also examines how communities from Bangladesh to

Papua New Guinea are being severely impacted by storms and sea level rise.

The report, by author Johannes Luetz, says billions needs to be spent on strengthening community
resilience in villages and cities, educating children to be disaster ready, putting in place disaster-
resistant infrastructure and early warning systems, and giving people new job options. Failure to act

will leave tens of millions of people at extreme vulnerability and reverse development gains.

For the report researchers interviewed climate migrants in the Pacific islands who are being forced
from their homes by salt-water encroachment, farmers in Bangladesh whose land is collapsing into

the sea and survivors of Cyclone Nargis, the deadliest storm ever to hit Myanmar, among others.

Richard Rumsey, World Vision Asia Pacific Humanitarian and Emergency Affairs Director, said:
“Even the introduction of stringent carbon emission controls is not going to prevent the Asia Pacific
region experiencing very severe disaster shocks. Governments both from within and outside the
region must prioritise preparedness to avert massive hardship for millions. This means finding the
billions of dollars needed to ready coastal communities for disasters and adapt to the changes that

are coming.”
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Disaster experts are now warning that the increasing number of natural disasters — like those that
impacted Bangladesh and Myanmar — could present the “new normal” and should be seen as

possible curtain raisers on the chaos that climate change will bring.

2007 figures show that 75% of all people killed by natural disasters were in Asia. Over the past three
decades the number of natural disasters in Asia has risen dramatically from below 50 to
approximately 200 per year while between 1990 and 2007, some 757,000 people died in natural

disasters in Asia, 3.5 billion people were cumulatively affected and US$620 billion in damage caused.

Across the Asia Pacific region tens of millions of people are vulnerable, living in heavily populated
cities and delta areas or on tiny islands that are just centimeters above the sea with most completely

unprepared for what is coming. Governments have a small window of opportunity to act.

Planet Prepare states:

e Donor and affected governments must invest billions in preparedness rather than investing most
emergency aid money in disaster responses. (Only 4% of the estimated US$10bill spent yearly
on humanitarian assistance goes to preparedness.) Investing US$1.00 in disaster preparedness
saves many more in losses.

e Poor coastal communities need to be ready to face climate change-induced weather impacts.
Disaster training, improved infrastructure, early warning systems and insurance are essential.

e  Children: schools need disaster-proofing; curriculums need to include disaster and climate

change preparedness.

The Planet Prepare report is endorsed by Poh Poh Wong PhD (Coordinating Lead Author
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Fourth Assessment Report, 2004-2007 and Professor
National University of Singapore). He says: “Planet Prepare not only uses the latest science to look
at how the Asia Pacific region could be impacted by climate change-related disasters but also
highlights the personal stories of people who are already losing out. We need to pay attention to
what they are saying. If we fail to heed these early warning signs of human distress we will see many,

many more millions of people plunged into climate chaos, poverty, ill health and death.”

Planet Prepare will be available for download from : www.wvasiapacific.org
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